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ABSTRACT

The San Diego River Park Conceptual Plan provides a framework
for the establishment of a river park along the length of the San
Diego River, located in Southern California. The plan focuses on
the stretch of the River from El Capitan Reservoir to the Pacific
Ocean at Ocean Beach. A detailed examination of the context of
the river, including the cultural context, water resources, plants
and animals, and recreation and education provides a foundation
upon which the community’s vision for the river park, revealed
through community workshops and meetings, can be achieved.

Based on the opportunities developed from the river’s context and
community involvement, detailed planning goals are developed
for the Conceptual Plan. The goals are to preserve and celebrate
the river’s historic resources, to support the natural stream
processes, to preserve and enhance riparian and upland habitat
and to provide recreation access and activities.

The Conceptual Plan consists of three components: River Park
Framework, Design Patterns and Recommendations. The River
Park Framework is developed directly from the planning goals
and provides the vision to drive the establishment of the park.
Design Patterns are developed to provide a vocabulary for the
design and implementation of the river park in which the planning
goals can be met. Recommendations for each of the river park’s
reaches are developed to guide the design, application of Design
Patterns, and character of future parks and trails within each
distinct reach of the river park.

The process of applying the Conceptual Plan components to the
design of individual sites within the river park is described. Three
site designs on publicly owned land along the river are provided
to present a designer’s view on what opportunities exist and to
illustrate how this process might proceed.

An implementation plan details the steps involved in using this
document to guide the creation of the San Diego River Park.
Phase One suggests the development of Reach Specific Plans,
improvements of existing facilities and community outreach.
Phase Two would involve pursuing opportunities for land and
easement acquisition, parks and trail development and ongoing
community outreach. Phase Three involves monitoring and
maintenance and ongoing community support for the established
river park.
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