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South Rim Fire Update
It’s Worse Than We Thought

By Rob Hutsel, CEO
We have had time to access the impact of the wildfire that burned in the South Rim Conservation
Area. The fire was started by a lightning strike and burned a few acres of land. It was soon contained
by the incredible efforts of firefighting crews. We are so glad that the fire did not spread into the San
Diego River’s magnificent Upper Gorge.
This area has seen its share of wildfires. The Cedar Creek Fire started not too far from this location,
and the Witch Creek Fire burned here as well. This area was recently acquired by The San Diego
River Park Foundation so it can remain as open space forever.
When we assessed the property it was a mixture of good news and bad. The good news is that only
a few of the magnificient Engelmann oaks and Coast Live oaks were burned to the ground. Several
more oaks were singed but we anticipate, based upon our experience with previous fires, that in
time they will heal themselves. Engelmann oaks can store a lot of energy in their root system, so we
expect to see regrowth this spring.
So here is the bad news. In addition to the oak woodlands, a significant area of native grasslands
and chaparral habitat burned too. These habitats are subject to type conversion if fire is too frequent.
The burned area’s proximity along the edge of the South Rim means that wind-borne seeds are
deposited in this area. Therefore, the threat of invasive non-native grasses and other plants growing
is a significant concern. The other concern is erosion.
Continue to page 4
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Mural Damage Assessed
Preserving Local Art We all hope that the
pandemic is abating. With each loss of life we
are reminded of the tragedy that COVID19
has become, but we share a hope that things
are getting better. We are resolved to take
on some unanticipated impacts. One of these
is damage to our beautiful community-art
projects. These photos are of a mural along the
San Diego River Trail in Mission Valley.
Over the years we have worked with
professional artists to design and lead a series
of mural projects that involved hundreds of
community members. It takes several days of
work to prepare the site, mark in the mural,
paint, and apply final touches. We believe that
beautification projects like these are a fantastic
way to connect people with the River.
After conducting an assessment, we have
identified several murals that need a great
deal of work. To respond we need to engage
local artists to recreate the murals. Then we
will recruit volunteers, obtain supplies, and

2

San Diego River Park Foundation,

Fall 2021

host several multi-day events. Finally, we will
organize artists to maintain the murals going
forward.
The response will be a significant effort. But
we believe community art is essential, and it is
worth it.

PLUS!

Launched Distance Learning River Education Platform:

“
2021

”
PROGRAM STATISTICS

at - a - glance

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
In 2021, we navigated the waters of virtual teaching and learning. As the year
progressed, we transitioned to socially distanced outdoor activities with new and
improved safety guidelines! Pushed out of our comfort zone time
after time, we are excited to be back at work
along the San Diego River once again!
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JOIN IN THE RESPONSE

$24,000 needs to be raised
Between the wildfire and murals we have determined that at least $24,000 is needed.
Materials need to be acquired, volunteers need to be organized and much more work will need to be
done over an extended period of time. But we need to get going. Work needs to start before winter
rains causes erosion and sediment flows. Seeds need to be collected and volunteer activities planned.
Our history with previous fires taught us timing is crucial.
Experience has also shown that a delay in response to the mural damage results in more damage.
So action is needed as soon as possible. This will be a large undertaking but with your support, this
challenge will be met.
Your gift of any amount will be put to work immediately.

SOUTH RIM FIRE UPDATE CONTINUED
Erosion Threatens Terrain Integrity After inspecting the burn area and seeing it up close, the
damage goes beyond the burned vegetation.
The immense work on the ground of firefighting
crews can be seen. Bulldozers cut fire breaks,
hand crews dug up lines and other techniques
were used. The red stain of fire retardant bares
witness to the level of effort that was required
to stop this wildfire. The land shows the scars of
this battle.
The terrain is uneven and slopes toward the San
Diego River Gorge. It is immediately apparent

Damage to oaks and neighboring plants.
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that erosion control is needed. Areas will need
to be seeded with selected native plants, and the
area will need to be monitored for the next two
to three years.
In order to support this effort, we will need to
raise funds and organize volunteers to pitch in
for a variety of actions. Some of the tasks will be
making seed balls, using fallen limbs and other
devices for erosion control, monitoring weed
seed growth and repairing the land. This will be a
large effort and we invite you to join us!

Fire retardant marks edge of burned area.
Fall 2021

Help Raise $24,000 for South Rim and
Other Sites
Your donation of $20, $50, $100, or more will make a difference as we try to
raise $24,000 to meet this need.
Yes, I want to pitch in and support the River Park Foundation!
Payment: ( ) check enclosed

( ) credit card - please fill out below or call (619) 297-7380

Name:
Name on card (if different):

Amount:

Please bill my ( ) Visa ( ) Mastercard ( ) Discover ( ) AmEx
Card number:
Expiration Date:

/

CVV Code:
Billing Address:

Phone:
Email:

Give a Gift Online!
Make a online donation at
sandiegoriver.org/give.html
- OR use our QR Code below to
gift with your smartphone:

My donation is:
( ) in memory of: ( ) in honor of:
( ) Please keep my donation anonymous
( ) Please call me so we can discuss my gift
Please make a check out to and return to:
San Diego River Park Foundation
4891 Pacific Highway, Suite 114
San Diego, CA 92110
All gifts are greatly appreciated. We thank you for your generosity and care for the San Diego River.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. SDRPF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, EIN: 01-0565671.

POWER OF PEOPLE COMING TOGETHER TO RESPOND TO NEED

Board of Directors
Michael Schneider
Chair

Alan Grant
Vice Chair

Cary Lowe
Secretary

Volunteers
of
All
Ages
Accomplish Restoration Project
We are very pleased to report
that thanks to an incredible
outpouring the Boulder Creek
Field Station emergency repairs
have been made!

wonderful supporters. Our
tremendous gratitude to all
who provided this financial
support. With those funds
supplies were purchased so
that volunteers could get to
work. And wow did they!

It all started with a wonderful
grant from the County of
San Diego Fish and Wildlife
Advisory Commission which was
combined with gifts from many

On September 4th, 20
volunteers began repairing
the wind-torn nursery and
repairing the field station.
This amazing group also
tackled some invasive nonnative plants that needed
to be removed.
The following weekend,
Boy Scout Troop 959 joined
in and finished up the
repairs and other work.
Throughout this effort,
Preserve Stewards Marty &
Maz guided enhancements
to the Field Station’s
communications
system.
Thank you for this incredible
response. What a fantastic
team!

Simon Andrews
Michael Beck
Charles Berwanger
Beth Bruton
Bill Danke
Cynthia Irmer
Bob Kain
Richard Ledford
Judie Lincer
Jack McGrory
Barbara Palan
James Peugh
Philip R. Pryde
James Ryan
Tom Sudberry
Meena Westford
Jo Ann Anderson
Emeritus

James Hubbell
Emeritus
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Before and after photos.
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AFTER 18+ MONTHS, RIVER CENTER AT GRANT PARK RESTARTS
Working to Complete Phase 1
Our River Center at Grant Park project is back
up and running!

The project is now the River Center at Grant
Park.

What a day it was, when the greenlight was given
to the Pacific Building Group (PBG), the general
contractor, to re-start work. It took a few weeks
to update bids for sub-contractors and mobilize
the crew but the project was back on track!

The PBG is working on the project’s Phase 1. If
the weather cooperates with us, we expect this
work to be completed in January 2022. After
Phase 1, we will transition to Phase 2 which will
include the construction of the park, outdoor
stage and seating, pathways and one building.
After all this time, it is exciting to be able to
share this news with you!

Since the call went out to stop the project in
March of 2020, a lot has changed. For one thing,
you will have noticed that the name changed!

PHASE 1
Phase 1 is a major undertaking which started before the pandemic. More than a $1 million in work
was completed, and more than $1 million of work is left just in this phase!
Phase 1 includes necessary actions to construct everything above the ground. Utilities are being
installed to connect to pipes in the street, massive amounts of dirt need to be moved, and the
parking lot initial layer goes in. The project will really begin to take shape.
Tours of the construction site are being conducted. If you or your group are interested, please
contact our office at 619-297-7380. While fundraising continues for Phase 2, we thank all who have
supported this exciting project. We will be in contact soon about a special event that is being
planned.
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INCREASED RIVERBED POLUTION DOCUMENTED,
CLEAN RIVER TEAM GETS TO WORK
Volluteers and Staff Work Together to Create Change
Every October, we organize RiverBlitz
to document trash along the lower
20+ miles of the San Diego Riverbed.
Teams of volunteers survey different
sections over two weekends to get
a “snapshot” of conditions. We use
this data as a benchmark for the River
Assessment Field Team (RAFT) which
are conducting focused surveys on
smaller sections of the riverbed two
times a week throughout the year.
The data collected guides our river
cleanups and advocacy work. We
organized the GREAT River Cleanup
on October 30th to target some of the
“trashiest areas.”
The effort was incredible with 121
volunteers picking up 6,405 pounds.
That is more than 3 tons of pollution
removed in less than 3 hours!
The 2021 GREAT River Cleanup was
held at three location in Mission
Valley - one was even a kayak cleanup!
There is lots more trash to remove
and more is constantly ending up in
the riverbed. Thank you to everyone
who participates in the Clean River
program throughout the year!

Staff
Rob Hutsel

President and CEO

Sarah Hutmacher

Chief Associate Director

Marla Libraty

Director of Philanthropy

Natalie Borchardt

Senior Program Manager - Preserves

Victor Maisano

Communications & Events Manager

Shawn Fettel

Education Manager

Morgan Henderson

Program Manager - Trash-Free River

Mary Rose Bernal

Development Coordinator

Laura Dick
Bookkeeper

Alyssa Kane

Education Associate

Scott Morton

Feild Coordinator

Alexis White

Administrative Associate

Shane Conta
Feild Associate

Rachel Sorge
Feild Associate

Kylie Clarke
Digital Engagement Associate

Location
4891 Pacific Highway, Suite 114
San Diego, CA 92110

Contact
(619) 297-7380
info@sandiegoriver.org

GET INVOLVED!
Join Our Next
Cleanup Event!
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YOU’RE INVITED!
Join our digital
community of 56,000+
Follow us on social media to
stay up to date with our latest
adventures and efforts along the
San Diego River!

From the mountains to the ocean, a River Park for all!
San Diego River Park Foundation
PO Box 80126
San Diego, CA 92138-0126

non profit
organization
u.s. postage

PAID
san diego, ca
permit # 957

Like us on Facebook
@sandiegoriver
Follow us on Instagram
@sandiegoriver
Follow us on Twitter
@sandiegoriver

WHEN DOES A CLUB CHANGE
THE WORLD?
When it is the Wildlife Club! As a club member
your monthly gift will go toward acquiring
threatened open space where bobcats and other
animals roam. Your gift gives hope that these
amazing critters will not just survive, but thrive!
Your ongoing support provides reliable revenue
which allows us to proactively go after at risk
properties and meet the most urgent needs
before the opportunity is lost, forever.
Join the Club and make a world of difference
right here in San Diego.
Details at sandiegoriver.org/club.html
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